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Germany and her neighbours would have removed the dangers
of war, recognizing frontiers or regulating them by peaceful
agreement, and permitting Germany to establish her economic
and political influence over the partner to each pact. It would
have been right and reasonable for Germany to be granted
economic and political advantages in return for her re-
nunciation of claims for frontier revision.
It may be objected that this is the National Socialist policy.
It was originally, and had it been adhered to it would have
brought Germany assured and lasting successes; but it was
given up for a totally different policy, one of revolution. The
essential question for the future was the spirit in which Germany
would pursue a policy of accommodation of this sort, whether
the terms of alliance would be equitable, leaving Germany's
partner full sovereignty and full participation in the benefits of
the treaty, or whether Germany's purpose was to set up a
dictatorial "protection" of States reduced to semi-sovereignty.
Until late in the summer of 1933 the general lines of the
foreign policy of the German leaders were not clear to anybody.
No decision in any direction seemed to have been taken. What
happened at first was day-to-day policy inspired by no great
conception, directed merely to making sure of rearmament,
getting rid of the pacts, and preventing any important coalition
against Germany. The leaders were pursuing tactical aims
alone. The agreement with Poland was one of these.
Was there no possibility, at least in the autumn of 1933, of a
"European" settlement of outstanding political questions in the
foreign policy of the Third Reich? At Geneva Dr. Goebbels,
the Propaganda Minister, asked me to see him at his hotel, in
order to discuss the possibility of intensifying German-Polish
relations; and I tried to put before him on this occasion the
lines of a general "European*' settlement. Colonel Beck had
made a point of publicly showing friendly courtesy to the
German delegates, in order to emphasize the possibility of an